
God Has a Conscience

God knows good and evil.
Gen 3:22  And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and
evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever:
Gen 3:23  Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from
whence he was taken.
Gen 3:24  So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims,
and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

God’s throne lives in an environment of justice and judgment.
Psa_89:14  Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before
thy face.
Psa_97:2  Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the
habitation of his throne.

God knows good and evil. He has a justice system that is perfect. Sin requires death.
Gen 2:16  And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Eating you may eat of every tree in the
garden;
Gen 2:17  but of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil you may not eat, for in the day that
you eat of it, dying you shall die.

There’s an altar in heaven - a mercy seat that requires blood to be shed for the forgiveness
of sin -  we might say it is God’s conscience. God’s conscience needed to be satisfied. His
knowledge of good and evil and his perfect justice required a sacrifice.
Rev 15:5  And after these things I saw; and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony
in Heaven was opened!

Heb 9:11  But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation)
Heb 9:12  he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and
calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.

Heb 9:22  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding
of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
Heb 9:23  Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these
rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.
Heb 9:24  For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the
true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.

God’s justice puts men into one of 2 categories - one category receives mercy and the
other receives judgment.

1. Sins committed by ignorance
- either as a congregation.

Num 15:24  Then it shall be, if ought be committed by ignorance without the knowledge of the
congregation, that all the congregation shall offer one young bullock for a burnt offering, for a



sweet savour unto the LORD, with his meat offering, and his drink offering, according to the
manner, and one kid of the goats for a sin offering.
Num 15:25  And the priest shall make an atonement for all the congregation of the children of
Israel, and it shall be forgiven them; for it is ignorance: and they shall bring their offering, a
sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD, and their sin offering before the LORD, for their ignorance:
Num 15:26  And it shall be forgiven all the congregation of the children of Israel, and the stranger
that sojourneth among them; seeing all the people were in ignorance.

- or individually.
Num 15:27  And if any soul sin through ignorance, then he shall bring a she goat of the first year
for a sin offering.
Num 15:28  And the priest shall make an atonement for the soul that sinneth ignorantly, when he
sinneth by ignorance before the LORD, to make an atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven
him.
Num 15:29  Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth through ignorance, both for him that is born
among the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among them.

2. Sins committed intentionally
Num 15:30  But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be born in the land, or a
stranger, the same reproacheth the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from among his people.
Num 15:31  Because he hath despised the word of the LORD, and hath broken his
commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him.

This brings Heb 10:26-31 into clear focus as we consider that for one category there is a
sacrifice and for the other there is no sacrifice.

Heb 10:26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, (sins committed intentionally)
Heb 10:27  But a certain fearful looking for judgment and fiery indignation, which shall
devour the adversaries.
Heb 10:28  He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:
Heb 10:29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of
grace? Where salvation is a free gift of God through faith in Him.
Heb 10:30  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will
recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.
Heb 10:31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

In this context this second category are those who like the gospel of grace as a way to evade the
law but did not embrace the Lord Jesus who was the one who was the grace giver. This category
also includes those who refuse to ask for or receive God’s mercy for their sins. The cry for mercy
is the normal and right cry of the humble guilty heart. To put myself in the first category is to
sentence myself to sure death. These Jewish people turned their backs on the gift of salvation
through the mercy of God shown to us at the cross.

One category’s sins are forgiven
I believe from his cry from the cross “Father, forgive them for they don’t know what they are doing”
that Jesus put everyone in the second category - the category where there is a sacrifice for sin.



Jesus knew that there is a sin for which there is a sacrifice and He had mercy on all men so He
put all men in that category. He died and spilled His blood as the sacrifice for their sins - therefore
He cried out “Father, forgive them for they don’t know what they are doing.

He was acting as every man’s advocate to put us all in the legal category where there is the
possibility of a sacrifice to take away the penalty of sin of the sinner. He then became sin for them
so they might have His righteousness.

In John’s letter he lays out this scenario very clearly
1Jn 2:1  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
1Jn 2:2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole
world.

The sins in the first category remain along with the penalty.
Joh_9:41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin:(because damnation sin is
saying you are not a sinner) but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.

The second category is reserved for the devil and his angels.
Mat 25:41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

The Satan was neither deceived nor did he act out of unbelief. Satan’s decision was intentional
and purposeful rooted in pride and therefore was sentenced to hell along with his demons.
However, it is possible that fallen humans who reject the gift of eternal life go there as well - they
prefer to be in hell than heaven - the mystery of sin. I believe no one will be in hell who doesn’t
want to be there.

Satan is the father of this wicked generation.
He has blinded the mind of the unbeliever.

2Co 4:3  But also if our gospel is being hidden, it has been hidden in those being
lost,
2Co 4:4  in whom the god of this age has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so
that the brightness of the gospel of the glory of Christ who is the image of God,
should not dawn on them.

Satan’s children are deeply religious, self-righteous, believing they are saving
themselves.

Joh 8:39  They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto
them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.
Joh 8:40  But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have
heard of God: this did not Abraham.
Joh 8:41  Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of
fornication; we have one Father, even God.
Joh 8:42  Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I
proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.



Joh 8:43  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my
word.
Joh 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He
was a murderer from the beginning (Cain’s works were evil 1 John 3:12), and abode
not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
Joh 8:45  And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.

These men and their disciples will be in hell with them.
Mat_23:15  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea
and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more
the child of hell than yourselves.

The first category is where Jesus puts everyone because He wanted to give mercy to all
men.

Luk_23:34  Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they
parted his raiment, and cast lots.

Jesus’ work was to cleanse God’s conscience of sin. His righteous holiness and justice
had to be satisfied.

Heb 9:22  And almost all things are purified by blood according to the Law; and apart from
shedding of blood no remission occurs.
Heb 9:23  Then it was needful for the figures of the things in the heavens to be cleansed
with these; but the heavenly things themselves by better sacrifices than these.
Heb 9:24  For Christ did not enter into the Holy of Holies made by hands, types of the true
things, but into Heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf,
Heb 9:25  not that He should often offer Himself even as the high priest enters into the Holy
of Holies year by year with blood of others;
Heb 9:26  since He must often have suffered from the foundation of the world. But now
once for all, at the completion of the ages, He has been manifested for putting away of sin
through the sacrifice of Himself.
Heb 9:27  And as it is reserved to men once to die, and after this, Judgment;
Heb 9:28  so Christ having been once offered "to bear the sins of many," Christ shall appear
a second time without sin to those expecting Him for salvation. Isa. 53:12

Jesus came to do the Father’s will to give mercy to all men!
Heb 10:8  Above, saying, "You did not desire nor were pleased with sacrifice and offering
and burnt offerings and sacrifices concerning sins," (which are offered according to the
Law),
Heb 10:9  then He said, "Lo, I come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first in order
that He may set up the second;
Heb 10:10  by which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.

In order to give them Eternal life by providing a perfect salvation.
Heb 10:14  For by one offering He has perfected in perpetuity the ones being sanctified.
Heb 10:15  And the Holy Spirit witnesses to us also. For after having said before,



Heb 10:16  "This is the covenant which I will covenant to them after those days, says the
Lord: Giving My Laws on their hearts, and I will write them on their minds;"
Heb 10:17  also He adds, "I will not at all still remember their sins" and their lawlessnesses.
MT-Jer. 31:33, 34

He has reduced man’s part to faith and has given us all things by grace so His name, His
reputation and character will be known and praised forever.

Eph 1:3  Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies with Christ,
Eph 1:4  even as He elected us in Him before the foundation of the world, for us to be holy
and without blemish before Him in love,
Eph 1:5  predestinating us to adoption through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will,
Eph 1:6  to the praise of the glory of His grace in which He favored us in the One having
been loved,
Eph 1:7  in whom we have redemption through His blood, the remission of deviations,
according to the riches of His grace

Imagine God has tossed our sins into a sea of forgetfulness.
Mic_7:19  He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities;
and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

He has blotted them out permanently
Isa_44:22  I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist; return to me,
for I have redeemed you.
And will remember them no more (Is 43:25)
Heb_8:12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more.
Heb_10:17  And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.

We need to put ourselves in the first category - to receive the gift of grace offered to us through the
Lord Jesus Christ. Never think there is a sin that will keep you from God’s grace. Jesus has put
you in the second category - there will always be grace to take away your sin because He already
has taken it away.

So, run to the Lord for forgiveness when we sin (1 John 1:9), wisdom when we are in a trial
(James 1:3) and mercy to help when we are in need (Heb 4:16).

And then put all men in the first category where there is a sacrifice for them. Let us forgive all men
as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you..

Let us carry with us the ministry of reconciliation declaring the forgiveness of sins to a lost and
dying world.
2Co 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.
2Co 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath
given to us the ministry of reconciliation;



2Co 5:19  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

Let us be quick to proclaim Jesus’ all sufficient grace that not only forgives our sins but also
provides for each of us “all spiritual blessings in heavenlies” and “all things that pertain to life and
godliness”.


